Material and methods SEM micrographs were made by means of a Hitachi TM3000 SEM microscope with BSE (back-scattered electrons) at the Perm State University.
The material treated in the present paper is deposited in the collections of the Zoological Museum of the Perm State University (PSU, curator: S.L. Esyunin) .
The terminology of the nesticid palp follows Lopez-Pancorbo, Ribera [2011] and Pavlek, Ribera [2017] .
Systematic part
Genus Aituaria Esyunin et Efimik, 1998 TYPE SPECIES. Nesticus ponticus Spassky, 1932;  as the senior synonym of Aituaria nataliae Esyunin et Efimik, 1998. DIAGNOSIS. The genus Aituaria is close to the borutzkyi species group of the genus Carpathonesticus Lehtinen et Saaristo, 1980, of which five species are distributed in the Caucasus and the Ciscaucasia Region, viz.: C. birsteini (Charitonov, 1947) , C. borutzkyi (Reimoser, 1930) , C. caucasicus (Charitonov, 1947) and C. zaitzevi (Charitonov, 1939) , as well as C. ljovuschkini (Pichka, 1965) which is known from the female but yet suits the diagnosis of the borutzkyi species group by Lehtinen, Saaristo [1980] . In my opinion, two other species from Georgia -C. mamajevae Marusik, 1987 and C. eriashvilii Marusik, 1987 - ABSTRACT. The genus Aituaria Esyunin et Efimik, 1998 is redefined as monotypic. It is close to the predominantly Caucasian borutzkyi species group of the genus Carpathonesticus Lehtinen et Saaristo, 1980, but can easily be distinguished from it by the broad, ribbon-shaped embolus notched at its tip, as compared to the narrow, tapering off embolus in the borutzkyi species group. The species Aituaria nataliae Esyunin et Efimik, 1998 is synonymized with A. pontica (Spassky, 1932) . A. pontica is reported from the Middle Urals for the first time, its male palp is illustrated and distributional and ecological data are also summarized. Esyunin and Efimik [1998] on the basis of a single male collected from the southern Urals. The second species of the genus, A. pontica (Spassky, 1932) from Krasnodar Province and the Caucasian coast of Black Sea was transferred by the same authors from the genus Nesticus Thorell, 1869. Thus, currently the genus Aituaria consists of two species [WSC, 2017] .
РЕЗЮМЕ. Род
have little in common with true members of the borutzkyi species group and seem to compose a separate species group. The common characteristics of the male palp both in Aituaria and in the aforementioned species of the borutzkyi species group are as follow: (1) the paracymbium with dorsal, ventral and paradistal processes, but without the "barbed part" [Lehtinen, Saaristo, 1980] ; (2) the protruding process 1 of the theridioid tegular apophysis more or less triangular in shape; (3) the process 2 of the theridioid tegular apophysis with a narrow lamellar process; and (4) the trapezoid median septum of the epigyne. However, A. pontica differs from all species of the borutzkyi group in having (1) the broad ribbon-like embolus notched at its tip (Figs 1-2) , as compared to the narrow, tapering off embolus in that species group [Charitonov, 1941: Fig. 1, 3; Wiehle, 1963 : Fig. 5-6: Pichka, 1965 Marusik, 1987: Fig. 1 ; Nadolny, Kovblyuk, 2007: Fig. 2] and (2) the distal process of the paracymbium (Fig. 3) , which is absent from the species of the borutzkyi species group.
DESCRIPTION. See Esyunin and Efimik [1998: 147] .
COMPOSITION. Aituaria pontica (Spassky, 1932) .
Aituaria pontica (Spassky, 1932) Figs 1-3.
Nesticus ponticus Spassky, 1932: 975, Figs 1-8 (#$) . Nesticus ponticus : Charitonov, 1947: 19, Figs 3-5 (#$) . Carpathonesticus ponticus : Mikhailov, 1996: 80 (from Nesticus) .
Nesticus ponticus: Mcheidze, 1997: 293, Figs 678-680 (#$) . Aituaria pontica : Esyunin, Efimik, 1998: 147, Fig. 3 ($; from Carpathonesticus) .
Aituaria natali Esyunin, Efimik, 1998: 147, Figs 1-2, 4-7 (#$) . Syn.n.
MATERIAL. 1 #, 2 $$, 1 juvenile (PSU-6389), City of Perm, sewage header, 17.01.2013, N.N. Pan'kov. For other materials studied see in Esyunin, Efimik [1998] .
Figs 1-3. Diagnostic characters of the male palp of Aituaria pontica (Spassky, 1932) : 1 -bulbus, 2 -process II of the theridioid tegular apophysis and embolic tip, 3 -paracymbium tip, all ventral views. Abbreviations: di -distal process; do -dorsal process; Eembolus; eT -embolic tip; lp -lamellar process of the process II; MA -median apophysis; pI and pII -process I and II of the theridioid tegular apophysis, respectively; pd -paradistal process; v -ventral process. Scale 0.2 mm.
Рис. 1-3. Диагностические признаки пальпа самца Aituaria pontica (Spassky, 1932) : 1 -бульбус, 2 -отросток II теридиидной тегулярной апофизы и вершина эмболюса, 3 -вершина парацимбиума, все вид снизу. Аббревиатура: di -дистальный отросток; do -дорсальный отросток; E -эмболюс; eT -вершина эмболюса; lp -пластинчатый отросток pII; MA -срединная апофиза; pI и pII -отростки I и II теридиидной тегулярной апофизы, соотвественно; pd -парадистальный отросток; v -вентральный отросток. Масштаб 0,2 мм.
